
Clarence Darrow, The Dayton Monkey Trial, and the Role of the Modern
Criminal Defender in Stemming the Assault on Our Constitution. 

CLE HOURS: 13 total (12 gen., 1 dual) 
Register at tacdl.com

Chattanooga, TN | The Read House Hotel

ANNUAL SEMINAR
The Trial of The Century, a Century On:

49th

Thurs. & Fri. Aug. 4-5, 2022

“History repeats itself. 
That's one of the things wrong with history.”

Clarence Darrow



Thurs. Aug. 4th Schedule 

Fri. Aug. 5th Schedule 

8:30 am               Registration/Refreshments 
 
9:00 am               Opening Remarks
 
9:10 am               Joshua D. Hedrick, J.D. & Nate Evans, J.D. (1.5 gen hrs.)

                                    The Govt. is Slipping into Your DM’s: Federal Stored Communications Act, How Your Clients' Private Information is at Risk, and What To Do About It

10:50 am             Prof. Edward Larson, Ph.D., J.D. (1 gen hr.)

                                    Summer For the Gods: The Still Timely Collision of Free Speech, God, and the Criminal Law 
 
12:00 pm            Lunch 
 
1:30 pm              Chelsea Curtis, J.D. & Denise Costanza, Exec. Dir. TACDL (1 gen hr.) 
              
                                   Tennessee’s Legislative Landscape: Finding Levers, Avoiding Pitfalls, and Advocating for Your Clients by Advocating on the Hill

2:35 pm              Christy Murray, J.D. & Tyler Caviness, J.D. (1.5 gen hrs.)

                                   You Are Being Watched: Pros and Cons of Legal Practice in a Burgeoning Surveillance State 
  
4:10 pm              Mike Working, J.D. & Joey Fuson, J.D. (1 gen hr.) 

                                  The Epilogue to Scopes: Unshakable Criminal Defenders Play the Long Game
 
6:00 pm              TACDL Annual Awards Banquet, The Public House                                                                                                                                                                     

 CLE hours day one = 6 gen.

 
8:00 am              Haden Lawyer, J.D. & John Patrick McNeil, J.D. (1 gen hr.)
                                 
                                    Stop the Bore Dire: Let the Jury Pick You
  
9:05 am              David Raybin, J.D. & Frank Lannom, J.D. (1.5 gen hrs.) 
                                   Giving 100% to Contend with the New 100% “Truth in Sentencing” Law

10:45 am            Paul Rudof, J.D. (1.5 gen hrs.) 
                                   The Power of Story & Powerful Openings

12:15 pm            Lunch & Board Lunch  
  
1:30 pm              Beverly Sharpe, J.D. (1 dual hr.)
                                   Nuts and Bolts Ethics: How to Prevent Board Complaints as a Criminal Defender 
 
2:35 pm              Ursula Bailey, J.D. (1 gen hr.)
                                    I Am Not OK: Empathy as a Life Choice, Not Litigation Technique 

3:40 pm               John Morris, J.D. (1 gen hr.) 
                                   Evolution is Inevitable – Digital Evidence is Ubiquitous - Resistance is Futile

CLE hours day two = (6 gen., 1 dual)  



Speakers*
Joshua D. Hedrick J.D.
Memphis School of Law (JD 2006). Knox Defense, Knoxville (Partner). With successful litigation before the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals, Tennessee
Supreme Court, 6th Circuit Court of Appeals, and extensive trial experience in state and federal court, Josh’s experience belies his youthful appearance. A
“relentless” trial lawyer, Josh’s work in a First-Degree Murder exoneration was nationally recognized on CBS’s 48 hours, but as he “tries more cases than anyone
else in Knox County” his astonishing jury verdicts in, particularly, homicide and drug felonies, are fast becoming de rigueur. 

Nathan Evans J.D.
UTK School of Law (JD 2007) The Evans Law Firm, Knoxville (Principal). A longstanding and devoted TACDL member, Nate Evans cut his teeth on the proving
grounds of Mark Stephen’s Knox County Public Defender’s Office before entering private practice in 2011. After years with a highly respected criminal defense
firm, Nate opened his practice in 2018. A “lawyer’s lawyer,” Nate has steadily developed an outstanding reputation in both the criminal and civil arenas for his gift
in synthesizing complex litigation into crystal clear jury presentation.     

Prof. Edward Larson, Ph.D., J.D.
Harvard (JD), Univ. of Wisconsin (PhD), is Professor and Hugh & Hazel Darling Chair in Law at Pepperdine University. Dr. Larson was awarded the Pulitzer
Prize for History in 1998 for Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate over Science and Religion. A former University of Georgia
law professor and Associate Counsel for the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and Labor, he is the author of 15 other histories and scores of
articles and essays featured in Nature, Scientific American, The Atlantic, and The Wall Street Journal, among others.

Chelsea Curtis J.D.
Univ. of Mississippi (JD 2015). Tenn. District Public Defenders Conference, Nashville (Deputy Executive Director). Following several years of securing acquittals
as an Assistant Public Defender in the 21st Judicial District, in 2018, Chelsea was named as Deputy Executive Director to the statewide PD’s Conference headed
by attorney Patrick Frogge. There she acts as the public defender liaison to the legislature, the Administrative Office of the Courts Integrated Criminal Justice
Program Steering Committee, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation Human Trafficking Advisory Task Force, and to the Tennessee Domestic Violence State
Coordinating Council. Critical to her role, Chelsea ensures public defenders across the state are current on the latest legislative trends and criminal code changes.
With a combination of grit and diplomacy, Chelsea is a perfect fit to re-train (and restrain) TACDL’s firebrands in the byzantine art of legislative engagement,
record making, and persuasion. 

Denise Costanza, TACDL Executive Director
Lipscomb Univ. (BA 2013). Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Nashville Executive Director. In her less than 2 ½ years at the helm, Denise has
revamped and reinvigorated the operation and capacity of TACDL dramatically. Thanks in large part to her initiative, TACDL unquestionably stands in the
strongest financial, operational, and membership position it has in its 50-year history.  With its proverbial house in order, Denise now looks to assist the
membership in more effective ways to interface with a Tennessee legislature that is at times indifferent, if not outright hostile, to TACDL’s core mission of
elevating the standards of a constitutionally mandated criminal defense. Drawing on her prior professional background in building and managing legislative
advocacy coalitions and grassroots strategies for a prominent, national non-profit organization, Denise is uniquely positioned to help TACDL, through member
involvement, to navigate the turbulent waters of the Tennessee General Assembly. Take an oar!   

*Speakers bear no responsibility for these bios, other than their substantive achievements



Speakers  
Christy Murray, J.D.
University of Tennessee (JD 2000). Knox County Public Defender’s Community Law Office. During law school, Christy was a co-director of the UT Pro Bono
Project. She joined the Knox PD as an Assistant Public Defender immediately out of school. Christy is a member of NACDL, TACDL, Knoxville Bar
Association [KBA], ACLU, and the Electric Frontier Foundation which, though it sounds like a Rave, is the leading non-profit defending digital privacy and
evolving First Amendment rights on the web. Regarded as “acute” “thoughtful” and fearless in defending her clients, Christy currently serves on the TACDL
Board of Directors and on the Access to Justice and Diversity committees for KBA.

Tyler Caviness, J.D. 
University of Tennessee (JD 2017). Knox County Public Defender’s Community Law Office. He is a graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law and
Tennessee Wesleyan College. Tyler’s current practice encompasses the representation of indigent individuals at the trial and appellate levels, and his particular
interest in the intersection of technology and the law has provided for terrifically received prior CLE presentations for TACDL and others. As a TACDL Board
representative for the Eastern Grand Division, Tyler is always game and enthusiastic in advancing the organization. 

Mike Working, J.D. 
Mike Working is the founder of the Working Law Firm (2006 to date) in Memphis, and since that time has vigorously handled the defense for thousands of
the criminally accused. He is an honors graduate of the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law, a longtime board member, and past TACDL President. In addition
to his leadership as President, Mike is also active in the Racial Justice and Equality, Publications, and Death Penalty Committees. Mike is a Workhorse Award
recipient, regular TACDL presenter, and Memphis blues aficionado.

Joey Fuson, J.D.
Nashville Criminal Attorney Joseph Fuson began working in Tennessee law firms at the age of 20 and has dedicated his professional life to being a trial
attorney for those charged with crimes. Criminal Lawyer Joey Fuson spends his days in court fighting for people who have been accused of a crime and
representing people who have been severely injured. In the criminal arena, Mr. Fuson has been defending citizens accused of crimes for over a decade and
knows what it takes to handle tough cases. Regardless of the issue, Mr. Fuson is a trial lawyer who puts the needs of his clients first.

Haden Lawyer, J.D.
Humphreys School of Law (JD 2007). The Claiborne Ferguson Law Firm, Memphis (Associate). Licensed in Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, Haden’s
multi-jurisdictional practice focuses exclusively on fighting on behalf of the criminally accused in state and federal court. He seems unfazed by impossible
cases in unforgiving and unfriendly courts. Though affable enough in real life, Haden is not a ‘go along to get along’ lawyer. His trials are a veritable master
class in the evidentiary and procedural objection; 50 per trial is about the minimum. Haden is an enthusiastic believer in TACDL and a valued Board
Member for the Western Grand Division.



Speakers  

John Patrick McNeil, J.D.
Univ. of Memphis School of Law (JD 2015). The Claiborne Ferguson Law Firm, Memphis (Associate). John brings a “gladiatorial” spirit to his approach and
has secured ‘not guilty’ verdicts in the unlikeliest of fact patterns by carefully dissecting and exposing the often highly subjective nature of “individual
truth.”  He is licensed in Tennessee and Mississippi. 

David Raybin, J.D. 
UTK School of Law (JD 1973). Raybin & Weissman, Nashville (Partner). What can one say about the man who literally “wrote the book”? See Tenn.
Practice – Criminal Practice & Procedure. David’s 40 years of work for the criminally accused and convicted, and his litigation of seminal questions of law,
has largely and sometimes single handedly secured the battlefield from which we now defend in Tennessee. Appellate rulings in which David protected and
expanded defendants’ rights constitute a veritable laundry list of constitutional and procedural protections which we practitioners now daily take for
granted. His service to the law (and shaping of it) is a further product of membership on numerous judicial advisory commissions and boards, where he has
acted as tireless exponent of the right to a fair trial and due process. Having watched, railed, and warned at the highest level about the Tennessee Truth in
Sentencing Act, there is no better authority to teach us how we might now weaponizes its regrettable enactment “for the defense.”  

Frank Lannom J.D. 
UTK School of Law (JD 1992). Lannom & Williams (Partner). As the current president of TACDL and in the three decades preceding, the
“unkillable” Frank Lannom has shown a near pathological devotion to the organization. He has been a member for 30 years - every day of his legal
career - and has shared his passion for criminal defense at seminars for the Tennessee Trial Lawyers and as a regular and beloved presenter for
TACDL. A “true believer” in both the Constitution and in his fellow trial lawyers, Frank is renowned for his aggressive motion practice,
monumental (and sometimes dispositive) preliminary hearings, his steadfast support of colleagues, and his annual pheasant hunting pilgrimage to
South Dakota with his loyal birddog, Mac. Always humble, what Frank would have you know he is “most proud of are the fine lawyers he's been
privileged to practice with” and the honor of safeguarding the rights of the criminally accused.

Paul Rudof J.D.
Univ. of Utah (JD 1999). Elkins, Auer, Rudof & Schiff, Northampton, Mass. (Partner). Nationally, Paul is recognized as a leading trainer of other
criminal defense attorneys. Since 2006, Paul has been on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College, where he has trained over a thousand
criminal defense lawyers from around the country. He has also lectured on criminal law and forensics and taught trial skills for criminal defense
organizations in Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, New Jersey,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Wisconsin. Not content to be merely “academic”, Paul’s experience is informed by almost two decades of work defending
the indigent with the Committee for Public Counsel Services, and since 2018 in private practice, where he has excelled in defending clients through
innovative storytelling techniques designed to engage juries and judges alike. This will be his Tennessee debut. 

Beverly Sharpe, J.D.

Ms. Sharpe is the Director of Consumer Assistance (CAP) for the Board of Professional Responsibility. Ms. Sharpe was previously in private practice
for 18 years in Knoxville Tennessee. Ms. Sharpe holds a bachelor’s degree in music from the University of North Texas and a Doctor of
Jurisprudence from the University of Tennessee. Ms. Sharpe developed the Consumer Assistance Program from its beginning in 2002. A public
service of the Board, the Consumer Assistance Program informally mediates problems which do not rise to the level of serious ethical violations
between legal consumers and attorneys. 



Speakers  

Ursula Bailey, J.D.

UTK School of Law (JD 2000). Law Office of Ursula Bailey, PC (Principal). Ursula has served on the boards of the Tennessee Alliance for Black Lawyers and the
Beck Cultural Exchange, and as a member of the Knoxville Bar Association’s Board of Governors. She has spoken to the Tennessee Trial Lawyers’ Association on
Civil Rights issues and has served as a Governor’s appointee on the Tennessee Post-Conviction Public Defenders’ Commission. Ursula is the 2018 recipient of
UTK’s RBJ Campbelle Award, where her accomplishments were characterized by the dean, “She has unquestionably advanced justice and equality, and she
continues to do so through her extraordinary service to her many clients, the college, and the community.”

John Morris, J.D.
Nashville School of Law (JD 2016). The Nashville Vanguard Law (Principal); CyberTruth, LLC (Chief Legal Strategist). John combines the rare skill sets of a
deep commitment to the practice of criminal defense, with an expertise in digital forensics. Through his Nashville-based company, CyberTruth, John has
regularly testified in federal and state courts in multiple jurisdictions in Rule 12 & Rule 16 hearings and trials. With law as his second career, John spent over 15
years at Microsoft, including as executive director of its east region cloud services practice and as the eDiscovery lead for his team.  John has over 20 years’ public
speaking experience demystifying evolving technologies. He is the epitome of a collaborative TACDL member, and his willingness to assist members in need has
earned him and his firm high accolades. 

“My life has been misspent in musty courtrooms with 
hair-splitting lawyers and ponderous judges 

quibbling over nothing. My only consolation is 
that I have always been for the defense.”

 
Clarence Darrow


